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INDUSTRY NEWS

SUPERTHENE Films, the Cape Town 
based manufacturer specialising in 
food application polyolefin cling films, 
is experiencing an upswing in demand 
for their products, particularly from their 
export customers in the USA and Europe.

The company is gaining recognition as 
one of the leading players internationally 
in the field of polyolefin based cling film, 
that includes the likes of Linpac, Gruppo 
Fabbri and Berry Global. The success 
of its meat and produce films in the USA 
in particular has led to the signing of a 
seven-year exclusivity agreement with 
one of the more prominent US packaging 
distibutors, LK Packaging. LK has a 
country-wide presence in the US with 
operational centres spread from coast 
to coast. LK’s client base includes a 
wide range of retail organisations and 
suppliers.

“In fact, the potential volumes 
involved with currect US projects is so 
large that it would be difficult for the 
current facility in Cape Town to service,” 
said a Superthene spokesperson. 
Superthene is at an advanced 
stage of a technology 
licence agreement with 
one of the largest 
converting groups in 
the US. The success in 
exports stems from the 
need in the USA and 
Europe to move away 
from PVC-based films; PVC 
being deemed problematic 
due to health and environmental 
reasons.

Superthene has been gaining 
traction in the local market as well, 
with major retail groups also looking 

for PVC alternatives. Conversion 
of their fresh produce suppliers is 
keeping the Superthene sales and 
technical team very busy. Their latest 

success has been with mushroom 
packaging applications 

which has been elusive 
to all other PE based 
cling film producers. 
Clients in Germany 
and Poland have been 
using Superthene films 
for mushroom packing 

commercially for the 
past year. As far as the 

Superthene management are 
aware, this is a world first. 

The Superthene team, headed up 
by Billy MacMillan, Jonathan Duffet 
and Roy Keytel, operates from a 
factory at Airport City Cape Town. 

It’s 
ticking 

all the cling 
film boxes

PE cling film picks up  
market share, export orders

Polyethylene cling film gains traction in the market

Superthene operates from premises in 
Airport City, Cape Town
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The Superthene polyolefin 
cling films are manufactured 

in a proprietary process on 
blown film extrusion lines

Using hybrid technology developed 
over years of experience producing 
low-guage PE films for domestic 
use, the company supplies a range 
of films that encompasses a wide 
variety of foodstuffs such as red meat, 
poultry,fish, fruit and vegetables. 
Traditionally these applications have 
been covered with PVC wrap films.

Superthene’s successes in the 
South African market has attracted the 
attention of a few local convertors who 
have tried to copy Superthene products 
but have fallen far short of required 
performance levels. Matching PVC films 
in terms of shelf-life, ease of application 
and aesthetic appearance has not been 
easy. Years of development work have 
led to Supertene films that now have 
the superior gas and vapour migration 

rates, anti-misting and physical 
properties as well as the ability to run 
on a wide range of automatic wrapping 
equipment specifically designed around 
PVC films. This has been achieved 
by a combination of carefully selected 
polymers, additive package and 
process specifically designed for  
the application.

An advantage for Superthene is 
that it does not use plasticizers, which 
are required in the formulation PVC. 
Plasticisers are known to migrate into 
foodstuffs. It is also recyclable and 
can be added to collected recovered 
polyethylene recycling streams.

www.superthenefilms.com

THE HEALTHIER FUTURE OF FOOD WRAP

 APPROVED BY THE CANCER 
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA.
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